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Social Precedence
as Established by

State kind Countess
Cassinis Campaign-

of Conquest in the
Diplomatic Corps

the first time In the history of
Government a young New

matron In the early
stands next Pres

idents wife as second
lady of the land

Mrs Hoosevelt mistress of the White
House is first Mrs Payne Whitney
eldest daughter of the Secretary of
State is in the event of absence or ill-

ness of her motner the ranking second
lady of the land And after her comes
third in line the Secretarys youngest
laughter another cnarming young
matron Mrs James Wadsworth Jr

By this ruling of official etiquette
both daughters of the Secretary of

outrank Miss Alice Roosevelt as
the latter being unmarried holds In
reality no official position other than
that given by courtesy to unmarried
daughters of Cabinet officers

In the Diplomatic Corps

In the Diplomatic Corps the ranking
lady is Countess Marguerite de Cas

daughter of the dean of the Diplo
matic Corps Very characteristically
after having won her batJJe the
Countess yields her point on state oc
casions because she is but three years
out of her teens and unmarried and
waives her right in favor of Madame
Asplroz wife of the Ambassador rank
ing next In line to the dean of the
corps

But Count Cassini is dean of the
corps and all Ambassadors must call
on him at the outset of each season
The Count Invariably receives with his
young daughter beside him So every
matron in the Ambassadorial set must
once a year make formal call upon this
girl Countess

The Cabinet girls are entitled to stand
in line at any afternoon receptions
which the wife of the President may
care to hold That Is any formal

But Mrs Payne Whitney and in her
absence Mrs Japes Wadsworth Jr
must be asked to stand next to the
first lady of the land at state receptions
and lead the company on the of
the President at the State Cabinet din
ners

The Cabinet Girls
Miss Wilson as daughter of the

widower who holds the portfolio of Sec-
retary of Agriculture represents her
father by standing In line in accord
ance with the creation of the office
held by her fatber Until the present
Winter she has therefore always stood
at the end of that there
has been a new Cabinet portfolio added
Mrs Cortelyou as WIfe of the Secretary
of Commerce and Labor occupies the
last place in the line of the Cabinet
women at state receptions

But though silo stands one ahead of
Mrs Cortelypu in the line Miss Wilson
can never hope for the honor of stand
ing second lady In the land since In
order for that to come to pass every
other Cabinet woman who now outrank
her would either have to be incapacitat-
ed by illness or be absent from the oily

This would be rendered an even
further remote contingency by the fact
that In the event of the illness or ab-

sence of Mrs Hitchcock i he latter
would be represented by of her two
daughter and Miss Knox Vould
in as representative for hci
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The of how Countess Cassini
her position outranking

every wife in the corps
reads like a romance

Of course when she had made her
formal bow to society she was included-
in the list of Invited guests to all White
House unctions as any other member
of an Ambassadors family

The late Lord Paunpefotc was Dean
of the Corps and therefore Lady
Pauncefoto and the Hon
Pauncefote outranked hor The French
Ambassador was also married and
therefore Madam Cambon when she
chanced to be in this was en
titled to outrank her From the Ger
man Embassy at that time presided
over by the bachelor von Hollobcn tl re
was naught to fear

But if she could not outrank tike Eng-
lish and the Ambassadors wives
she was as mistress of the
Russian entitled to outrank
Che vlfc c f Minister PlOnlpotcn-
tiary m the Corps And having taken

woh present

country

French
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this stand the dountcss hold tqnacipusly
toil i

It was during the McKinlcy adminls
tration and the vital to be
fought out at the White House dinner
to the Diplomatic Corps which was
twice postponed and finallY abandoned
owing to the illness of Mrs McKinley-
on the date set for the splendid func-
tion
But at the outset of the season the

of Corps havjng appealed
to the Ambassadors against allowing
the you unmarried niece of the Rus-
sian Ambassador to outrank their
wives a meeting was called and suit-
able action taken This was for the
British Ambassador to giveX a dinner
party to be followed by such qntertain
ing by the French and German Ambas-
sadors At each of these dinners It was
agreed the young Countess should bo a
guest but the place assigned her at ta
ble was to be below oVOry Ministers
wife present Those dinners were given

Russian Ambassadors niece ac
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cepted the situation and her time
The diplomatic dinner at the White

having been abandoned the fol
lowing early Summer the Gassinis wont
abroad

Away over in Russia Ambassador
Cassini formally drew up papers of
legal adoption of his young upon
whom the Czar thereupon bestowed the
hereditary title of And in
deciding this honor the Czar and his
Ambassador to America conferred long
and earnestly upon many things

It might have been noted that grad
ually one after the other before the
Summer waned each of those five Min
isters who had gone to the White
House on their errand of protest
against Countess Cassini were quietly
eliminated from the Washington
icape and transferred to distant
posts All of which only goes to slow
of course that when the of
a Czar is invoked the foreign offices
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of Continental Europe arc like chess
men in the great game the mailed hand
of Russia knows so well how at times
to play

Had they known its real Import how
ever the excitement In the corps would
verily have been something unprece
dented for when Count Cassini cross
ing the threshold of the White House
bowed courteously and shook the hand
of the President It was not only as
representing in person the Czar but
it was what was of infinitely greater
import as the bearer in person of an
unofficially official message from that
Czar A message to the effect that
the Czar having conferred upon his
Ambassadors legally adopted daughter
the title and honors of Couhtess the
President of the United States would
confer a highly appreciated courtesy in
granting to Countess upon
state occasions all official position and
honors which as mistress

and daughter of the Ambassador
now ht be hers
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